
SSRS Dramaturgical Assessment: [Play #52] 

Themes 

Strengths: 

• The play explores religious identity, faith, and the search for meaning in an engaging, 

humorous, and lighthearted manner. It delves into the personal struggles of faith, belief 

systems, and the challenges of reconciling religious teachings with real-world pain, 

creating room for deep reflections amid the comedy. 

• Themes of compassion, the universality of love, and the questioning of religious dogma 

are thoughtfully examined. The symbolic journey of "Turtle Jesus" works as a central 

motif, representing both personal growth and the search for answers. 

Weaknesses: 

• While the religious themes are significant, the script could benefit from a more layered 

exploration of these themes beyond the surface humor. At times, the comedic approach 

slightly undermines the gravity of the existential questions the characters face, preventing 

the play from having a fully resonant impact. 

Overall Thoughts: 

• The themes are timely and relevant, exploring spirituality in an accessible and comedic 

way. However, a bit more depth in how these themes are integrated into the characters’ 

journeys would make the play more impactful. 

Characters 

Strengths: 

• The dynamic between F and R is the heart of the play. Their relationship feels authentic, 

and their contrasting beliefs and personalities provide ample opportunities for humor and 

insight. Their moments of personal doubt and growth are compelling and relatable. 

• M and D each have their own distinct emotional arcs, though D’s arc leans more on 

comedic relief than on full character development, making him an enjoyable, if 

underdeveloped, part of the ensemble. 

Weaknesses: 

• M’s development is mostly driven by her interactions with F, yet she could benefit from 

more complexity. Her sudden emotional shift—after a single moment of clarity—feels 

rushed, and more buildup would help her arc feel more earned. 

• D, while amusing, feels somewhat one-dimensional. Given his past as a former Jesuit 

priest, his character could have been developed further to enhance the contrast between 

his past faith and present disillusionment. 



Overall Thoughts: 

• The characters are likable and provide a good balance of comedy and insight. Some 

characters (especially M and D) would benefit from deeper exploration of their internal 

struggles and motivations. 

Conflict & Tension 

Strengths: 

• The central conflict—the internal doubts and external challenges the characters face 

concerning their faith—is the most engaging element of the play. The back-and-forth 

between F and R regarding their beliefs and doubts creates emotional tension, punctuated 

by humorous exchanges. 

• The mystery of "Jesus the Turtle" functions both as a literal object of search and a 

metaphor for the search for meaning and faith. The tension around finding the turtle is a 

clever narrative tool to mirror the characters' spiritual journeys. 

Weaknesses: 

• The play’s tension sometimes wanes, especially in the middle scenes, as the focus shifts 

to more comedic moments rather than deepening the personal stakes. Some of the conflict 

feels repetitive, particularly with D’s humorous yet unchallenging relationship with his 

roommates. 

Overall Thoughts: 

• The play presents a strong thematic conflict around faith, but the middle section could 

benefit from higher stakes and emotional investment. The overall tension should 

gradually build toward a more substantial resolution. 

Dialogue 

Strengths: 

• The dialogue is fast-paced, witty, and consistently humorous. The verbal exchanges 

between F and R, in particular, are charming, providing both comedy and reflection on 

religious beliefs. 

• The mix of high and low humor—ranging from philosophical debates to jokes about 

turtles—adds depth to the characters while maintaining the lighthearted tone of the play. 

Weaknesses: 

• At times, the dialogue becomes overly expository, especially when discussing religious 

beliefs or personal struggles. While humor can soften the information-heavy sections, 

these moments may feel forced, undermining the characters’ natural development. 



Overall Thoughts: 

• The dialogue is the play’s strongest asset, carrying the humor and character depth. It 

successfully balances the comic with the contemplative, but some of the more 

explanatory moments could be tightened to ensure the dialogue flows more naturally. 

Ending 

Strengths: 

• The final moments of the play provide a heartwarming resolution, with the return of 

“Jesus the Turtle” and the affirmation of compassion over dogma. The shift from comedy 

to a more sincere reflection on faith is touching. 

• The closing scene, where characters come together, and the notion of ‘miracles’ extends 

beyond the literal to the emotional and personal, wraps up the play with a sense of hope. 

Weaknesses: 

• The ending feels abrupt, particularly with the sudden appearance of T and the fast-paced 

transition to resolution. While it is heartwarming, it could use more time to breathe, 

allowing the characters to fully process their growth and what they’ve learned. 

Overall Thoughts: 

• The ending brings the play full circle, but it could benefit from more emotional weight 

and reflection. A slightly slower pace at the conclusion would make the payoff feel more 

earned. 

Overall 

Strengths: 

• [Play # 52] offers a delightful blend of humor, heart, and spiritual reflection. The 

dialogue shines with sharp wit, and the themes of faith and compassion are timely and 

relevant. F and R are a dynamic duo, and the play's lighthearted approach to deep 

existential questions makes it approachable for a wide audience. 

Weaknesses: 

• Some character arcs, especially for M and D, feel underdeveloped. The tension at times 

falters, and certain scenes could be trimmed or expanded to keep the emotional stakes 

higher throughout the play. 

• The ending, while heartwarming, could benefit from more time to fully explore the 

characters’ resolutions. 

Final Thoughts 



[Play # 52] is a charming exploration of faith, humor, and the human condition. With some 

tightening of pacing and deepening of character arcs, particularly in the middle and towards the 

end, it could be a truly standout piece. The humor is consistently engaging, but the emotional 

stakes need a bit more development to make the resolutions feel earned and impactful. 

 

Individual Readers' Input Excerpts for [Play # 52] 

1. Overall Reception: 

o Negative Response: One reader found the play overly contrived and struggled to 

get through it. They felt the dialogue relied heavily on silly setups, which didn't 

engage them. 

o Positive Response: Another reader was enchanted by the play, particularly 

enjoying the writing. However, they felt the last 20% needed tightening, as the 

audience could easily predict the outcomes, and the explanations became too 

long-winded. 

2. Dialogue: 

o Some readers found the dialogue snappy and fun, especially between the priest 

and rabbi, but others felt it became cumbersome, particularly when the God talk 

started to dominate. The dialogue was seen as entertaining at first but later 

became tedious. 

3. Character Dynamics: 

o Turtle Jesus: The recurring motif of the turtle named Jesus was appreciated by 

most readers, seen as a cute and clever thread throughout the play. 

o The Female Character (M): There was a notable critique of M's character, with 

one reader describing her as bland and uninteresting compared to the more 

dynamic male characters. This sentiment was echoed in a critique that saw her as 

lacking strength or independence, fulfilling a trope that undercuts her complexity. 

One reader specifically noted, "I’m going to guess that the playwright is a man. 

The woman seems like a male fantasy of what a real woman is like—lacking 

strength or independence, she serves primarily to highlight the 'nebbishy mensh' 

as both her romantic partner and her savior." This tired trope reinforces a 

predictable dynamic, leaving little room for complexity in either character. 

4. Predictability and Cliché Elements: 

o A few readers found the premise predictable, especially the setup of the priest and 

rabbi becoming roommates. The play’s exploration of their relationship lacked 

surprises, with one reader describing it as "cute but ultimately predictable." 

o The play’s themes of faith and religion were sometimes seen as forced, with one 

reader noting that the explanation of these concepts became tedious after a while. 

5. Gender Dynamics: 

o One reader commented on M’s role as a “male fantasy,” highlighting how her 

character seemed underdeveloped, focusing more on her relationship with the 

male characters. This made her feel like a secondary presence to the men's 

development, reinforcing an outdated dynamic between the sexes that was seen as 

lacking complexity. 



 

Summary Takeaways: 

• Strengths: The play’s humor and witty dialogue between the priest and rabbi were well 

received. The turtle Jesus concept was charming and consistently engaging throughout. 

• Weaknesses: The play was criticized for being overly predictable, with some readers 

finding the exploration of religion too preachy. The female character, M, was seen as 

underdeveloped and lacking depth compared to the male characters. 

• Improvement Suggestions: Tightening up the latter part of the play to avoid over-

explanation would keep the audience more engaged. Additionally, reworking M's 

character to provide her with more independence and complexity would balance the 

dynamic and give her more of a voice in the story. 

 


